
Sustainable Support for the CSA 



CSA Mandate

❖ The mandate of the Canadian Space Agency (CSA) is ``to promote 
the peaceful use and development of space, to advance the 
knowledge of space through science and to ensure that space science 
and technology provide social and economic benefits for Canadians”.

❖ Footnote: Established in March 1989, with a status equivalent to that 
of a Department of the Government of Canada, the CSA is 
responsible for the coordination and implementation of space 
policies and programs, the application and diffusion of space 
technology, and the promotion of commercial exploitation of space.

❖ Innovation, Science and Economic Development Portfolio



Evaluation of the Space Astronomy Missions and Planetary 
Missions Programs

❖ The SAM & PM programs are well aligned with the 
government's innovation agenda and the CSA's mandate 
and strategic outcome. The SAM & PM programs are 
essential to maintaining a world-class cadre of astronomers 
and planetary scientists in Canada dedicated to advancing 
the knowledge of space through scientific discovery. 

❖ the CSA is the only federal organization that provides the 
scientific community with access to space astronomy 
opportunities and data.

❖ http://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/publications/er-1617-0202.asp



Budgets

❖ The CSA's annual A-Base budget of $300 million was initially 
established in Budget 1999 ($215.4 million in 2015 dollars), 
and is now in the order of $260 million. 

❖ http://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/publications/er-1617-0202.asp

❖ NASA



Space Astronomy Missions and Planetary Missions Programs



Space Astronomy Missions



Missions



Per year, Canada spends only $16M on space exploration missions and technology, much 
less than comparable nations as a fraction of GDP. For example, France spends about 
0.01% of GDP on space science, and the US about twice more. In the Canadian context, 
these would translate to $250-500M/yr, more than ten times the current funding level . 
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Current and Future Opportunities 

❖ XRISM, ATHENA, ULTRASAT, CASTOR, LITEBIRD, 
Astrosat, BRITE, JWST, NEOSSat, Spica, PLATO, Euclid

❖ Concept and Science Maturation Studies

❖ Exoplanets, Colibri, EPPE

❖ LUVOIR, LYNX, HabEx, Starshades


